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Rural Society and SEGRA - Call for Abstracts:  

Policy Responses to Regions in Transition 

  

Rural Society journal is now calling for abstracts for full manuscripts to be considered for a 

2018 special edition titled, “Policy Responses to Regions in Transition”. This edition will 

be linked with the 2017 SEGRA National Conference.   

Rural Society is an international, double-blind peer-reviewed academic journal published by 
Taylor & Francis / Routledge, UK that publishes social research related to rural communities 
and societies. Rural Society has a broad readership, with articles relevant to researchers, 
educators, students, policy developers, managers, decision makers and healthcare workers 
who are interested in social, cultural, health, education and developmental issues in 
emerging and mature regional economies. Australian-specific issues require 
contextualisation for non-Australian audiences and priority is given to research reporting 
primary data findings, rather than literature reviews or conceptual work. 

Special Edition Focus: 

The Special Edition’s focus is disruption as a catalyst for change and policy responses in 

regional Australia. The interpretation is broad, including, but not limited to:  

 

 Governance, Politics, & Regionality – leadership, policy, and practice 
 Regional Social Issues – creating thriving communities  
 Planning for the Future – investing, funding, and  growing regions  
 The Great Energy Debate – fossil fuels, renewables, nuclear, gas 
 Healthy Places & Spaces – living and aging well in beautiful environments 
 Innovation & Technology – opportunities, entrepreneurship, and change 
 

Abstract Submission: 
Abstracts (200 words) for full manuscripts will be accepted until 30 June 2017 by email to 

Karen at: william.bishop4@bigpond.com  Abstract outcomes will be advised by email by 21 

July 2017. Abstract acceptance does not guarantee manuscript publication in the special 

edition. 

Manuscript Submission:  
Accepted abstracts are invited to submit a full manuscript by following the journal’s format 

and content Author Guidelines: http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rrso20/current#.VJIAftKUc1 
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Manuscript lengths is 5000-7000 words, inclusive. Please ensure all major headings are 

utilised and follow close APA 6th Edition Referencing. All manuscripts must be theoretically 

grounded, include primary empirical data/evidence rather than commentary, and case 

studies must demonstrate a strong connection with insights for new or changed policy as 

well as provide meaningful insights for a global audience. 

Timeline: 

Abstract deadline:  30 June 2017 

Abstract outcome announcement: 21 July 2017 

Final date for manuscript submission:  20 October 2017 

Researchers’ Forum 2017 Central Oval, Port Augusta:  24 October 2017 

SEGRA Conference 2017 Upper Spencer Gulf, South Australia: 24-27 October 2017 

Peer review feedback: 15 February 2018 

Revised manuscript submission deadline: 15 March 2018 

 

Linkage with SEGRA 2017: 

Accepted abstracts are expected to have at least one author register to attend and present 

their conference paper at the 21st National Conference of SEGRA between 24-27 October 

2017 in the Upper Spencer Gulf, SA.  The corresponding author for those with an accepted 

abstract should submit their Abstract and Biography online at the conference website:  

http://2017.segra.com.au/submit-a-paper/ 

 

A limited number of scholarships for conference registrations will be made available to 

research higher degree students who are studying in the area of regional policy and have 

had their abstract accepted for the Rural Society special edition. 

There will be a Researchers’ Forum at Central Oval Port Augusta on 24 October.  All 

researchers are invited to attend.  To register, please visit:  

http://2017.segra.com.au/registration/   

 

For enquiries about the Research Forum, please contact:  

SEGRA National Steering Committee 

Dr. Jen Cleary, Adjunct Associate Professor, Institute for Governance and Policy Analysis, 
University of Canberra 
Ph: 08 8644 2020 
Email: jcleary@centacarecdpp.org.au 
 

For enquiries about Rural Society, please contact: 

 

Rural Society 

Dr. Angela T. Ragusa, Editor-in-Chief 

Charles Sturt University, School of Humanities & Social Sciences 

Email: aragusa@csu.edu.au 
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