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The Upper Spencer Gulf is a region of diversity 
and convergence, focused around the tri-city 
alliance of Port Augusta, Whyalla and Port Pirie. 
It is quite literally the ‘crossroads of Australia’, with 
the nation’s major road and rail connections between 
Darwin–Melbourne and Sydney–Perth meeting.
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The word disruption gets a lot of use these days, but what is it that people mean when they use it?  
Synonyms for disruption include disturbance, confusion, interference, disorderly forcible separation. 
Causes offered up include globalisation, innovation, rapid growth in technology, climate.

What is clear, is that disruption signals radical changes for our economies, industries and businesses, 
products, services and markets – but what of the scale, speed and trajectories of that change?.

In the past, survival was deemed to be for the fittest - the person who trains the best, persists the 
longest, and slogs it out the hardest.  But as Charles Darwin demonstrated, the species most likely to 
survive is the one most able to adapt to its surroundings and changes in their environment

The SEGRA 2017 conference theme - Disruption: a catalyst for change - will focus on the characteristics 
of the great adapters and changers and how this manifests in political, business and community 
leadership, planning, governing, managing and markets. 

The SEGRA 2017 action agendas will examine feature activities that individuals, communities and 
regions can do to stay relevant and adaptive.

• Politics and the regions – government, political and business leadership 
• What will the market want into the future?
• Are growth regions born or made?
• Funding the regions – let’s compare
• The Great Energy Debate – fossil fuels, renewables, nuclear, gas
• Future of Food Supply Regions
• Innovation and Technology: opportunities for regional Australia
• Entrepreneurship and Investment in Regional Australia.
• Geotourism  

Please visit http://2017.segra.com.au/program/ to find a full descriptor of each session and the focus 
topics being addressed.

Priority will be given to papers that can demonstrate adaptation, mitigation and risk management 
with clear identification of ideas that can be taken back to delegates’ communities and organisations 
for discussion. A small number of papers will also be accepted for concurrent sessions 

• The importance of place – scale and footprint  
• The knowledge economy – new models for regional education
• Climate change biodiversity, sustainability – does the environment matter anymore?
• Infrastructure – connectivity: digital divide in regions – behind the backhaul

To submit please visit  
http://2017.segra.com.au/submit-a-paper/
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